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I, B - The Post-Reformation Revivals

I.
INTRODUCTION

B.
The Post-Reformation Revivals

· The Great Awakening (c. 1720 – 1760)
· this term describes a wave of intercolonial American revivals that peaked in the years 1740-1742

· they were related to a preaching tour by England's famed revivalist, George Whitefield (1715-1770) who was a powerful outdoor preacher who gave strong appeals to his audiences to repent

· it began in 1729 with revivals sparked in New Jersey by Dutch Reformed pastors Theodore Frelingheyser and William and Gilbert Tennant

· in 1734-35, Jonathan Edwards (1713-1758), a powerful Congregationalist preacher and Yale-educated theologian who pastored in Northamptin,  MA experienced a revival

· although the Northampton revival was short-lived, Edwards exerted a powerful influence thorough his many writings on revival over the remaining years of his life, e.g.:

· A Faithful Narrative (1737)
· The Distinguishing Marks of Revival (1741)
· Some Thoughts Concerning the Revival (1743)
· Treatise on Religious Affections (1746)
· Edwards taught that revivals are "surprising works of God"

· the whole heart (intellect, emotions, will) is affected by conversion

· the true marks of revival are in a holy life

· changed hearts have social effects

Results of the Great Awakening:

· an estimated 50,000 were saved

· belief in the value and validity of revivals was established in American religion

· several colleges were founded by revival advocates

· in many congregations, experiential piety replaced religious formalism

· Whitefield's ministry (he was called, "The Great Itinerant") caused many uneducated, itinerant preachers to spring up in colonial America leading to an unprecedented conversions but also a great controversy over revival

· this led to a conflict between local ministers because revival caused people to leave their "dead" churches in some cases

· by 1743 the American clergy were evenly split of the issue of whether or not revivals were a work of God or a work of the devil

· the extreme level of clerical controversy served in general to undermine the authority and esteem in which all minister were held thus greatly enhancing the authority of the laity

· the helped to form the evangelical movements of the future whose authority emerged from below among the ordinary people rather than in the Old World fashion from the top down

· a second key result that helped to foster the evangelical impulse came through the writings and disciples of Jonathan Edwards: the belief that the most important quality of religious life was a direct, experiential saving knowledge of God imparted by the Holy Spirit through evangelical preaching that brought with it the responsibility to speak out and testify regardless of social class or education

2.
The Methodist Revival (c. 1740's-1790's)
· in 1739, John Wesley (1703-1791) began field preaching

· this led to a tireless career spanning some 5 decades in which he preached about 42,000 sermons (that's an average of 16 times per week or 50 years!!), wrote or edited some 200 books and organized what was to become the Methodist Church

· his brother, Charles Wesley (179701788) provided music for the new movement, writing over 6,000 hymns

· Wesley organized his followers into societies which were subdivided into classes of 10 to 12 under a lay leaders (i.e., cell groups)

· the Methodist Revival had a powerful social influence with its opposition to liquor, slavery and war

· it influenced prison reform and the development of the Sunday School

· the =Methodist Revival helped to touch off the Evangelical Revival within the Anglican Church that transformed many in the upper classes (and also affected J. Eustace Purdie and the PAOC).

· many feel the Methodist Revival preserved England from the bloody worker's uprising that we know as the French Revolution

3.
The Second Great Awakening (1800-1860)

· the term "second" is used by historians to call attention to the similarities between this series of diverse religious revivals that began c. 1800 and the events of the 1730's and 1740's

· American church historian Mark Noll calls it, "The most influential revival of Christianity in the history of the united States."

a.
Background

· the spiritual state of (1792-1875) was at a low ebb following the Revolutionary War (1776)

· congregations were disrupted by the hostilities

· the Episcopal Church was hit especially hard due its ties to England

· there were many distractions such as creating a new nation, the need to populate ht elands west of the Appalatians and inflation

· there were also many attacks on Christianity by prominent deists such as Ethan Allen and Tom Paine who wrote, The Age of Reason
b.
 Three Theatres of Operation of the 2nd Great Awakening:

i.
New England (1795)

· in 1795 Timothy Dwight, the grandson of Jonathan Edwards, was the new president of Yale College

· he began aggressively evangelizing his students

· in 1802 a campus revival led to one third of the 225 students being converted
· many of these students became leaders in the larger awakening to come their influence included promoting the need for revival in churches all up and down the east coast
· Lyman Beecher (1775-1863) was particularly active in organizing the forces generated by revivals into permanent organizations designed to evangelize and reform America such as 
· American Board of Foreign Missions (1810)
· American Bible Society (1916)
· American Sunday School Union (1824)
· American Tract Society (1825)
· American Society for the Promotion of Temperance (1826)
· American Home Missionary Society (1826)
ii.
The Frontier (1801)

· Kentucky, August. 1801, Barton Stone led the Cane Ridge camp meeting, the first ever camp meeting held in America
· some 25,000 participants attended
· there were many physical manifestations:
· falling under the power
· the "jerks"
· the holy laugh
· the holy dance
· Cane Ridge touched off the revival
· Methodists and Baptists circuit riders evangelized thousands in the South and Southwest starting 1,000's of new churches
· in 1805 the first camp meeting was held in Canada by the Methodists at Hay Bay near Napannee, Ontario
iii.
Upstate New York (1830)

· here the work of Charles G. Finney (1792-1875) comes to the fore

· converted as a legal apprentice in 1821, Finney began preaching vigorous confrontational sermons almost immediately

· a great revival in Rochester which burst forth in 1830-1831 brought him to the attention of the nation as 1200 out of a population of 10,000 were converted (same as the conversion of 480,000 Torontonians)

· Finney conducted large campaigns in Philadelphia, Boston and New York

· he eventually founded Oberlin College in Ohio where he trained students and continued his aggressive evangelistic and social reform work

· the latter included:

· benevolence

· abolitionism (slavery)

· co-education (Oberlin was the first coeducational college in America)

· temperance

· peace

· sabbatarianism

· care for the retarded

d.
The 2nd Great Awakening Compared to the First:

i.
The similarities included:
· it is estimated some 500,000 people were converted in the eastern US

· the use of aggressive evangelistic campaigns by Protestants to affect the salvation of the unchurched, convince skeptics of the truth of Christianity and to Christianize the nation

· preacher in both cases urged their listeners to search their hearts, repent of their sins and accept Christ as their Saviour

· they spoke in plain language and avoided theological disputes

· they made emotional appeals and pressed for immediate conversions

ii.
The differences included:

· the Great Awakening mainly affected the population of the Eastern seaboard, whereas the 2nd GA affected those in the more western states as well as New England

· the 1st GA was largely Calvinist theologically whereas many leaders in the 2nd GA were Arminians

· many in the 2nd GA, following it leading light, Charles G. Finney, argued (contra Jonathan Edwards) that revival was not a "surprising work of God", that is, something sovereignly given, but rather resulted form the proper application of humanely contrived means

· In 1835 Finney laid out these means in his famous book, Revival Lectures
· these were these called "new measures," designed to attract, convince and win as many of their fellow-citizens as possible,  included:

· use of advance teams to pray for and publicize the meetings

· prayer language that spoke to God on a very familiar level

· protracted meetings held night after night

· public naming of saints and sinners who needed spiritual change

· preaching for an immediate decision

· use of the "anxious bench" or altar where people would come forward and struggle through to salvation

· there was much criticism of the new measures especially from Calvinists who objected to the reliance on human means and the large place given to the power of the human will to choose salvation

· Finney's response was, the best defense of his practices was that they worked (pragmatism)

· the 2nd GA had more lasting influence as it gave birth to a great number of voluntary societies
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